
^LOregon
ramami <r- C" fM A. ~ ^Ht OREGON

Water Resources Congress LEAGUE O U IA !
Cm9ES S P E C 1 A L NURSERIES

35QCIATIGN OF OREGON

April 7, 2011

Co-Chair Chris Edwards
Co-Chair Bob Jenson and Co-Chair Jean Cowan
Subcommittee on Natural Resources of

Joint Ways and Means Committee
Oregon State Legislature

Subject: HB 5049 Oregon Water Resources Department Budget FY 2011-13

Dear Co-Chair Edwards, Co-Chair Jenson, Co-Chair Cowan, Members of the Subcommittee:

The Oregon Water Resources Congress, League of Oregon Cities, Special Districts Association
of Oregon, Oregon Farm Bureau Federation, and Oregon Association of Nurseries submit this
letter in support of the Governor's Recommended Budget for the Water Resources Department
in the 2011-13 biennium.

Our organizations represent water suppliers and water users throughout Oregon. We have
been long-time advocates of the Water Resources Department, and have supported increased
funding for the Department to enable it to protect and manage the state's water resources and
meet the domestic, agricultural, industrial, and environmental needs of the state.

We recognize the difficult financial situation facing Oregon and appreciate the challenges this
Subcommittee faces as it works to allocate funds among the natural resources agencies at a
time when funding is scarce. We believe it is important for our group to present testimony as a
coalition to emphasize the depth of support for the Governor and Department's budget among
the diverse interests we represent.

The Governor's Recommended Budget reflects the coordinated effort of the fourteen natural
resource agencies' directors to allocate general fund, lottery fund and other funds among their
respective agencies in a manner that ensures each agency will be able to continue its core
mission to manage and protect the state's natural resources. We believe they have struck a
balance that reflects the important role the agencies provide in managing the state's natural
resources and recognizes that those resources make up 38% of Oregon's economy.

Over the last several years, our organizations have worked to improve the Water Resources
Department's ability to meet its core mission of managing Oregon's water. To that end we have
supported increased funding for the Department when revenues were available. Now we find
ourselves in the position of supporting strategic reductions in Department staffing that will
impact the department's mission but also recognizes the steep decline of state revenues for the
State. While we are not pleased to be supporting these reductions, we recognize the financial
reality and believe that the proposed reductions do the least damage to the Department's ability
to carry out its mission and meet the priorities as stated in the Department's budget submittal to
this Subcommittee. We also appreciate the fact that the recommended budget for the
Department does not rely on any new fees or increase in existing fees.



We do want to recognize that the overall requested budget for the 2011-13 biennium for the
Water Resources Department is an increase over the 2009-11 biennium but this increase is the
result of one-time expenditures and does not reflect the true downward trend in the
Department's staffing levels. This budget is a continuation of a trend of less staffing that
started in the 1999-01 budget. While that trend was interrupted in the 2007-09 biennium, it
resumed the next biennium and in the recommended budget for 2011 -13. Since the 1997-99
biennium, staffing levels at the Department have declined by over 12 percent, from 161.09 FTEs
to 142.59 FTEs in the budget before you. These staff reductions cause grave concern for our
respective members as they rely on an adequately staffed department to process transactions
and manage water so that our members can continue to deliver water to domestic, industrial
and agriculture users.

While we support the Governor's Recommended Budget and recognize the tight fiscal
constraints facing this Subcommittee and the full Joint Committee on Ways and Means, we do
want to take this opportunity to inform you of our priorities for restoring the recommended
eliminated positions should funding be made available. Those priorities are

1. Restoration of the Water Availability Hydrologist;
2. Restoration of the Groundwater Hydrogeologist; and
3. Restoration of the Groundwater Study Funds.

We ask that the Subcommittee on Natural Resources support the Governor's Recommended
Budget for the Water Resources Department.

Ariita WinkleT"
Oregon Water Resources Congress
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